IT WAS THE COUNSEL of that great little philosopher
Epictetus, whensoever thou undertakest any action,
to consider what a Socrates, or a Plato ; what a good
and a wise man would do in that case, and to do
conformably to that. One great orator, Latinus Rufus,
proposed to himself Cicero for his example, and Cicero
propounded Demosthenes, and he Pericles, and Pericles
Pisistratus ; and so there was a concatenation, a
genealogy, a pedigree of a good orator ; Habet un-
umquodque proposition principes suos: In every calling,
in every profession, a man may find some exemplar,
some leading men to follow. The king hath a Josias,
and the beggar hath a Job, and every man hath some :
but here we must not pursue particulars, but propose
to all, him whom our text proposes, St. Stephen ; and
in him we offer you first his name, Stephen. Stephen,
Stephanos is a leading, an exemplar name, a significative,
a prophetical, a sacramental, a catechistical name ;
"a name that carries much instruction with it. Our
countryman Bede takes it to be an Hebrew name, and it
signifies (saith he) N<*rmamvestram> Your rule, your law :
to obey the law, to follow, to embrace the law is an
acceptable service to God^ especially the invariable law,
the law of God himself: but we are sure that this name
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